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I.  Personal Experience in Missions (Recap) 
 
My introduction to Missions: 
- High School Trip 
- College Church at IWU 
- Marriage 
- GO Ministries as an organization – Empower local leaders to redeem people, renew communities and 
restore creation.   
- Example of things we encountered:  challenges and victories 
 
Missions can often be romanticized and misunderstood.  It can be made to be about the adventure or 
the cool story of an unfamiliar culture.  We can mistakenly assume the responsibility to “transform 
people” when the reality is only God can transform the hearts of his children.  It can also be 
overwhelming which can cause some of us to feel like we have been omitted from serving as a 
missionary for the sake of the Kingdom.  Let’s bring it back home from a far away land.  Bring it back to 
our daily lives. 
    
This morning, I’d like to share my understanding of where missions stems from.  How missions became 
something that people are willing to step into and leave everything else behind for.  I’d like to get down 
to the bare bones of what “missions” is all about.   
 
1.  WE ARE IN A COVENANTAL RELTIONSHIP WITH GOD 
2.  THE CONDITION OF COVENANT IS FAITH 
3.  GOD SENT THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
II.  Covenant 
 
I believe it’s important to understand what a covenant is and how it works.  Here’s how a covenant has 
always worked with God.  A covenant, or a testament, is basically an agreement between two parties.  
The rules were simple: 1. The greater of the two parties established the conditions. 2. These conditions 
specified the rewards if the contract was kept and the punishment if it was broken. 3.  The covenant 
was typically ratified by a blood sacrifice showing how serious it was.   
 
The 2 most important covenants in the Bible make up the Old and New Testaments.  The first came 
through Moses; the second, through Jesus.  The Old Testament includes four other major covenants 
that were made with Adam, Noah, Abraham and David.  This morning I want to take a look at the 
covenant with Abraham and the new covenant that comes through Jesus.   
 
ABRAHAM:  When we look at the covenant with Abraham, it helps us further understand our own 
covenant in Christ.  In Genesis 12, God made this promise to Abraham.  I will make of you a great 



nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families on the earth 
shall be blessed.  
 
In that last sentence, it’s guaranteed that Abraham’s offspring would have a global impact.  The 
question is, How?  Most of the Jewish rabbis understood the promise to mean that nations who 
adopted Israel, who came to her and repented, would be blessed because of their conversion.  It was 
an inward-focused perspective on religion:  come to Israel, become Israel, and you’ll be blessed with 
Israel.  There were some rabbis, however – Jesus among them – who understood the promise of 
Abraham to be outward focused.  Outsiders don’t come to us, but we are to go to them.  The earth 
would be blessed because we leave our homes to go where God leads and to say what God has said.  
This act of extending the fame of our God would result in the inclusion of all cultures, not the protection 
of a single culture.  This is the concept of this series…Inside OUT.  Even then, God was laying out his 
redemption plan and inviting his creation to be a part of it.     
 
JESUS – THE NEW COVENANT  
 
In Jeremiah, 31:33-34, the prophet Jeremiah speaks of the new covenant to come.  He says,  
 
“This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord:  I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  And I will be there God, and they shall be my 
people.  And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, “know the Lord, 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord.  For I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.    
 
Because of Jesus, we are in a covenantal relationship with God.  The new covenant involves these 
three things:  1.  A personal relationship with the Father.  2.  Forgiveness of sins through the sacrifice of 
the Son.  3.  The law of God in our hearts through the Holy Spirit.   
 
This implies both responsibility and community… which involves this idea of being a missionary.  God 
calls us to be part of a nation, a heritage, a people.  We call it the church, but it’s bigger than that.  
We’re members of a global enterprise – a kingdom – that spans every time zone and all eras.  The 
lineage of the kingdom goes back to our father Abraham whom we follow as an example of faith. 
 
Like all of the major divine-human covenants, the new covenant is focused on God’s creative and 
redemptive goal.  It is not limited to our personal gain.  Each covenant provides further divine 
assurance that God will realize His purpose for creation in general and in humanity in particular by fully 
establishing His kingdom here on earth.  
 
When we understand this covenant, we can begin to see what we, as Believers and members of the 
global church, are called to be a part of.  The foundation of this redemptive mission comes from when 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray.  In that prayer, it begins like this….  
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  It is the desire of God’s heart for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.  So 
what does that mean?  How are things done in Heaven?  
 
Jesus spends a lot of his time teaching about the Kingdom of heaven.  In fact, in the gospel of Matthew 
alone, this phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” appears 32 times.   
 
 



Matthew 13:24 – (Believers and Unbelievers will live among one another until Christ returns and 
judgement comes from the Lord, not us). The Kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field.  
Matthew 13:31 – (Although things start small, they will bear great fruit for eternity). The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed. 
Matthew 13:33 – (If done well, the culture of the kingdom of God will spread across the world).  The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked 
all through the dough. 
Matthew 13:44 – (The kingdom is a gift from God and we should be willing to give everything up for it).  
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then 
in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field 
Matthew 13:45 – (The kingdom pays the ultimate price to possess the pearl, the price God was willing 
to pay to redeem us).  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When 
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
Matthew 13:47 – (It’s our job to cast the net and share about God’s grace and goodness, it’s His job to 
bring judgement).  Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish.   
Matthew 13:51-52 – (connection of old testament and new testament)  “Have you understood all these 
things?”  Jesus asked.  “Yes,” they replied.  He said to them, “therefore every teacher of the law who 
has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old.”   
Matthew 18:23 (FORGIVENESS…understanding our own and then extending it to others) – Therefore 
the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the 
settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  Since he was not able to 
pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the 
debt.  The servant fell on his knees before him.  Be patient with me, he begged, and I will pay back 
everything.  The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.   
Matthew 20:1 – Vineyard workers (only by God’s grace do we receive salvation)  
Matthew 22:2 – Wedding Feast (God pursues all of us over and over again) 
Matthew 25:14 – Parable of the Talents – Again it will be like a man going on a journey who called his 
servant and entrusted his property to them.  To one he gave 5 talents, to another he gave 2 and to 
another he gave 1.  5 gained 5 more.  2 gained 2 more.  1 dug a hole and hid his masters money.  This 
is what God has asked of us.  Are we hiding his gifts or are we putting them to work and multiplying 
them for the sake of His Kingdom?   Will we hear “well done good and faithful servant”.   
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is filled with grace, forgiveness, mercy, purpose, redemption, relationship, 
responsibility, obedience, commitment.  Brothers and sister, as citizens of Heaven, this is our mission; 
to live out the culture of the Kingdom of Heaven.     
 
III.   The condition of every covenant is faith  
 
Let’s take a look at some examples of the incredible faith displayed by some individuals in the Bible that 
had a covenant with God.  There were moments where decisions had to be made out of obedience and 
commitment.    
Noah – had to build an ark when it wasn’t even raining 
Abraham – had to get to a place where he was willing to sacrifice his son, Isaac. 
Moses – had to leave everything he knew to go and lead the Israelites out of captivity and into the 
promised land.  We all know that came with heavy prices to pay and many temptations to back out on 
the job.   
David – the condition of his covenant was basically his fidelity to Yahweh and he had to fight many 
battles to obtain the throne in Israel. 



Jesus – Took on flesh to come and live a blameless life and die a brutal death to bring salvation to the 
world.  Covenant requires commitment.   
 
Many of us would define faith as taking a leap into the darkness of the unknown, but I read a quote 
recently by Mark Moore, a pastor out in Arizona at Christ Church of the Valley that says, “faith is 
walking in the light of understanding who Jesus is and what He’s asked us to do”.  If we truly 
understand the new covenant, we aren’t walking aimlessly, or in fear, or in darkness….we are walking 
in the light of understanding of who Jesus is, what He’s called us to do and that we are to live in and 
participate in the culture of the Kingdom of God.  God demonstrates his fidelity and we give him our 
loyalty.   
 
Hebrews 13:14 says, “For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet 
to come.”  What is our home?  What is the culture of our home?  The culture of our home is 
faithfulness.  A simple exercise that can transform our vision or practice of faith is every time we read 
the word faith in the Bible, replace it with the word faithful.  It almost always makes the passage clearer 
every time.  For example, Genesis 15:6 says, Abraham had faith in the Lord, and he counted it to him 
as righteousness.  Instead, Abraham was faithful to the Lord, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness.   
 
Or think of it in terms of husband and wife (another covenantal relationship):  if a husband says, “I have 
faith in my wife”, it’s a compliment.  If he says, “I am faithful to my wife”, it’s a commitment.  Faith can 
sometimes fluctuate with our emotions and circumstances, but faithfulness stands firmly on promises.   
The condition of every covenant is faith…we are to be faithful to our duty as missionaries.  
 
IV.   God sent the Holy Spirit  
 
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, in Acts 1:4-8, it reads, “On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with] the Holy Spirit.”   
 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 
 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
The thought of the great commission can be super overwhelming.  There have been times in ministry 
where I am working like a mad man expecting to bear fruit because of my actions.  I remember coming 
home to Audrey one day and telling her I was ready to leave because I didn’t feel like I was getting 
through to anyone.  She reminded me with tears in her eyes, that God had us right where He wanted 
us.  That day, I was also reminded that I was trying out for the wrong role in the movie.  I can work as 
hard as I want, but the reality is, it’s the Holy Spirit that transforms people’s lives. 
 
In 1300 B.C., the Mesopotamians developed something that would forever change their lives and many 
more generations to follow.  They had a desire to grow their ability to trade and travel over large 
distances more efficiently in order to enter into commercial relationships with other societies.  Up until 
1300 B.C. people had to row boats, walk or ride donkeys to get over large stretches of land.  Could you 
imagine, the time and effort they had to put in just to do business?  Then, they discovered the power of 
the wind and decided to do something with it.  They invented the sail.  We all know the power of wind.  



We have seen it pull trees out of the ground, wisp homes away and sometimes just a soft blow can 
cause us to lose our balance.  The Mesopotamians decided to take advantage of this powerful resource 
and raise their newly invented sails and let the wind take them where they needed to go.  
 
The Holy Spirit is described as “wind” a few times in the Bible.  God promised us the Holy Spirit, but 
have we truly experienced His power?  Are we working to hard to live out the great commission?  Are 
we tirelessly rowing only to look back and see that we haven’t made it very far?  What would it look like 
for us to raise our sails and let the power of the Holy Spirit lead us as Kingdom workers?    
I was reminded of this recently…the great commission can be simple – walk with people as you walk 
with Jesus.  Before long, they’ll meet each other. – Mark Moore.  The word, “go” in the great 
commission can be translated as, “as you go”.  As you go about your life, make disciples.  I can tell you 
that this led to people giving their life to Christ, committing their lives to full time ministry, overcoming 
addictions, being baptized….those are all results of individuals like you and me meeting the Savior of 
the world.   
 
My hope and prayer for all of us, is that we truly understand our covenant with God, we live faithfully to 
that covenant and that we raise our sails and allow the power of the Holy Spirit to guide us.  When we 
lose sight of the covenant, our discipleship can easily deteriorate into rules we keep for God rather than 
responsibilities we fulfill for the good of his household.  Our household is in Heaven…let us live our 
lives in a way that they kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
 


