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Pastor Tom 
 
First Sermons 
 
Everybody has to start someplace.  I remember my first sermon as if it was yesterday.  It was preached 
before my home church at Buechel United Methodist.   
 
The title of that sermon was “Gullible Old Buzz.”  The introduction made light of something my friend 
Buzzy Crenshaw had done.  I went on from there.  If memory serves me rightly, I preached from 
Romans 7.  Everyone was very kind. 
 
Luke 4:14 and following has Jesus preaching his first sermon as well.  He was no stranger to the 
synagogue, but this time it came to him to read from scripture and interpret it.  As was the custom in the 
synagogue, the scroll was presented to the one reading.  It was handled with the greatest care and 
unrolled slowly and meticulously, only adding to the drama of the moment.   
 
The scripture he read that day was from Isaiah 61:1-2.  We read it this morning as a part of our Signs 
sermon series.  Hear then this reading from God’s word. 
 
Isaiah 61:1-2 
 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn 
 
The Spirit of the Lord Is upon Me 
 
Isaiah 61:1-2 talks about the Messiah who was to come.   The passage starts out by saying, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me.”  
 
That fit Jesus to a T.  At his baptism, the Spirit descended upon him in the form of a dove.  In the 
wilderness where Jesus was tempted, Jesus was able to persevere in no small measure because of 
the Spirit.   
 



It is no coincidence that Jesus was now reading from this centuries-old prophecy that anticipated the 
One upon whom the Spirit would dwell.   
Good News 
 
That scripture spoke clearly of a special anointing on the part of that person to preach “good news.”   
 
Just a couple of days ago we read the announcement made by the angel of the Lord at Christ’s birth.  
“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy.”   
 
This One who was good news now began to preach it.   
 
As Jesus finished reading, he reverently rolled the scroll back up and gave it to the attendant.   
He then sat down which is what every rabbi did when he began to interpret what was just read.  The 
eyes and ears of everyone in attendance were upon him.   
 
Fulfilled in Your Hearing 
 
Jesus stirred the hometown crowd, if not shocked them that day, with what he had to say, particularly 
when he said, “Today, this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”   
 
As we have read from Isaiah these past few weeks and considered the Signs surrounding the One who 
was to come, we now consider the life of the One who was the fulfillment of those signs.  Jesus himself 
claims that about himself to the amazement of all.  
 
(Ashlee speaks on proclaiming good news to the poor and binding up the brokenhearted).   
 
Freedom for the Prisoners 
 
The context for Isaiah 61:1-2 is the great hope that one day soon the people exiled in Babylon would 
return to their homeland.  For years they had been captive in a faraway land.  They had been 
unceremoniously ripped from their homeland and sent off to make a life for themselves.   
 
Not only did their nation fall, but their temple was destroyed.  They were left to wonder if they would 
ever return.  
 
The message brought by the prophet was one of hope.  Soon they would be heading home.  The notion 
of freedom for the prisoner had to wash over them like a refreshing rain.  It offered hope where hope 
was needed. 
 
Sweet Release 
 
For those in exile in Babylon, freedom was a sweet release.  It meant a new start, unlimited opportunity, 
and the hope of great things to come.  The darkness of captivity was be replaced by the hope of a 
brand-new day.  In a sense all of us are imprisoned at least those who have not known the sweet 
redemption of the Lord.  Burdened by the heavy weight of sin we are apt to break under its weight.   
 
The old song puts it well.  “Shackled by a heavy burden, ‘neath a load of guilt and shame, then the 
hand of Jesus touched me, and now I am no long the same.  He touched me. O he touched me, and O 
the joy that floods my soul!  Something happened, and now I know, he touched me and made me 
whole.” 
 



We kick around the word, “redeemed” all the time when it comes to the faith.  We do so without really 
knowing what we are talking about.   
 
To be redeemed is to be freed, much like a slave is freed.  A price is paid, and that slave is set free.  
With that image in mind, redemption takes on new meaning.  No longer held by the bond of sin, we are 
set free to live in the newness of life Christ offers.  No wonder Jesus came talking about a new day.  
 
Isaiah talks about it in terms of “the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Let’s hear a little bit more about that from 
Ashlee.    
 
(Ashlee talks about year of the Lord’s favor). 
 
The Year of our Lord 
 
With the New Year upon us it comes to you and me to consider doing things differently.  In the next few 
days we will make all sorts of resolutions that, in all honesty, will be short-lived.  Most resolutions 
revolve around what we plan to do rather than leaving ourselves open to what God plans to do. The 
latter considers God’s leadership first.   
 
Do we dare declare this “the year of the Lord?”  All of us are ready to be shed of 2020 and move on to 
2021.   
 
It is not enough just to move on to a New Year, it comes to us to do so wholly dedicating ourselves to 
God who, in his love, is fast at work to make all things new.   
 
And he does that so wonderfully in Jesus who stood so many centuries ago to proclaim, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
What better way to end one year and begin another by wholly dedicating ourselves to the One who is 
the very fulfillment of God’s purposes all along.   
 
 
 
Pastor Ashlee’s notes begin on the next page. 
 



We heard and/or sang O Holy Night and one of the lines in it, is A thrill of hope, the 
weary world rejoices.  Those words have never hung truer than this year. This world is 
weary.  We are all tired, struggling, all living in the reality that we have a great need of the 
hope and joy that the Messiah brings. And today, the Sunday after Christmas, we have 
that truth to energize us, to stabilize us, to motivate us.

These words in Isaiah and again when Jesus read these words from Isaiah’s scroll in the 
synagogue saying these words again, he meant those who are poor and oppressed need 
the good news, of course. But he also shared these words with everyone because 
everyone, at some point or another, will be poor, oppressed - whether emotionally, 
spiritually, physically, economically – we are all in need of good news because we will all 
find ourselves poor or oppressed. And God knows that. Good news is for you, you, you, 
you listening on livestream or on the podcast, you wondering is this light that has come 
into the world through Jesus light for my darkness, – and the answer is yes! He came to 
bring good news to the poor, the afflicted, the meek, the lonely; he came to bind up the 
brokenhearted.  



Other meanings of this word bind are wrap up, saddle up, to bandage – to bandage the 
broken hearted.  Are you lonely? Hurting? Addicted? Escaping? Struggling to deal with 
reality, grief, loss, sickness, pain, desperation, frustration, anger? Jesus says, “I have come to 
heal you. I have come to wrap you up in support, encouragement, in strength, in love, in 
peace.” He doesn’t give us an easy button, sometimes he may miraculously take our 
struggles but sometimes he doesn’t. What he always does is walks with us through it, 
allowing us to go on even if slowly, but surely.

And because we have that promise, because that is our truth, we can share that truth 
with others. It isn’t ours to keep and experience but to talk about, live out, radiate, reflect. 

The good news is for all of us. Especially those who are poor, oppressed, afflicted which 
can be all of us at any time. And the good news provides a place for us to be bound up in 
the truth that we are God’s and God is ours and together, we can have joy, joy in the 
midst of weariness. And we must share that good news. With the world. With whoever is 
listening. Whenever. And all the time. 



I’ve been seeing a funny meme going around that says “Nobody claim 2021 “as your year.” 
We’re all going to walk in real slow. Be good. Be quiet. Don’t. Touch. Anything.” 

A dear friend of mine was reflecting on 2020 and how rough it’s been but how through it 
all, she has grown closer to god, drawing towards him instead of away from him – which 
is usually what we do during hard times. And in the midst of that revelation, she realized: 
God wastes nothing. A different way of saying 1 Corinthians 15:58.  Which says 
“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the 
Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

We are called to proclaim the good news, to proclaim in every year, including 2020, that 
the good news is still here and that we will find favor in God’s eyes – when we are in his 
will. 



Friends: Jesus makes things new but not by wiping away our pasts, cleaning out our 
closets and throwing it out, but by digging in deep with us - reflecting on where we have 
been, so we can clearly see where we are right now and in that, find that we will also be 
ok wherever we may go. Wherever we may go God is with us. God is before us, 
alongside us, behind us, and most importantly, within us. 

We are all looking forward to 2021, a fresh start, a new year, a year that will be better 
than this year has. But let’s not jump into it without first reflecting on the past year, on 
the struggles, the hurt, the stress, the frustration, the wins, the revelations, the discovery, 
let’s reflect on it and find where God has been in our lives. I bet we will find him. I bet 
we will discover that he is been there all along and that God has wasted nothing. 


