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Serving as He Want Us to Serve 
 
We left last week with our focus on this bowl and towel.  We talked at length about Christ’s 
servant’s heart.  Jesus was always ready to serve.  Just as Christ served, we need to serve as 
well.  We need to look for ways to “wash the feet” of others.   
 
Last week we also talked at length about what it means to have our own feet washed.  We 
agreed that it is quite disarming.  We were encouraged to put aside our pride and any feelings 
of unworthiness, and let Jesus tend to our needs.  He stands to cleanse us from the inside out.  
Only then will we be able to serve as he wants us to serve.   
 
Jesus went on to teach about a new commandment.  We read about that in John 13:31-38.  
Let’s hear this then from God’s word.   
 
John 13:31-38  

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If 
God is glorified in him,[a] God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 
Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 

Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

A New Command 
 
The context of today’s passage is the meal Jesus shared with his disciples in the Upper Room.  
Jesus gave his disciples a lot to think about.  He left them to consider what he meant for his 
body to be broken and his blood spilt.  They were also left to consider what it meant to have 
their feet washed. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A31-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26663a


After dinner Jesus dismissed Judas to do what he had in his heart to do.  For whatever reason, 
Judas was bent on betraying Jesus.  For some time, the religious authorities looked for an 
opportunity to put Jesus to death and Judas helped them to achieve that.  When Judas left, 
Jesus began to share other things he wanted to get across.   
 
He talked about a “new” commandment that really was not all that new, save for how he was 
now challenging his disciples and us to live it out.   
 
“A new command I give you,” he said, “love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.”  John 13:34   
 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” had always been a part of the so-called “holiness code.”  You 
can find it in Leviticus 19:18 
 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” was understood by Jesus to be the greatest commandment of 
all, along with “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.” 
 
So, the commandment to “love one another” was not all that new.  For Jesus, what made this 
commandment “new” was that it would now be the distinguishing mark for all those who chose 
to follow him, ourselves included.  “By this,” says Jesus, “everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35. 
 
The call to “love one another” demands a response.  We give ourselves to Christ not to sit idly 
by but to get involved in the lives of those around us.  That begins with the church and extends 
far beyond.   
 
This lesson from John’s Gospel is directed primarily to the church.  “Love for one another” is 
what sets us apart.  It is who we are.  It is how we live out our identity as Christians.  
 
The old song puts it well, “And they will know we are Christians by our love.”   
 
We may be recognized for a lot of things by the world—for right and for wrong, but the one thing 
that sets us apart above all things is our love for one another.   
 
And so, the question comes:  how are we known by those around us?  I pray they see us as a 
community of faith that exhibits the sort of love Jesus talked about, so much so that we are 
sharing that love all over the place.  
 
Loving Like Jesus  
 
Jesus says, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”   
 
We talked about it last week.  We love because God first loves us.  His love empowers and 
enables us to love like we never thought possible.   The simple plan for any Christian, for any 
church, is to love like Jesus loved.   
 
The Christian life is not just about believing in Jesus but living life in such a way that we are 
following his example as God gives us the grace and strength to do so.  Loving like Jesus has 
everything to do with living out what Jesus said in his Sermon on the Mount.  He talked about 
“turning the other cheek,” “loving your enemies,” and “praying for those who persecute you.”   
 



That is a tall order, save for his loving presence making a supreme difference in our lives.   
 
Loving like Jesus has everything to do with living sacrificially.  It means laying ourselves aside, 
so that others might benefit.   
 
For Jesus, washing the disciple’s feet was only a start.  He knew where he was going and cared 
too much to turn back.  Eventually, Jesus would make it all the way to the cross.  The cross, if 
anything, tells us that there is nothing love will not do for the beloved.   
 
Christ went to great lengths to express his love for us all.  
 
I love the story told of the farm boy who came out of his house and heard a commotion by the 
chicken coop.  The boy ran quickly and found a hen being attacked by a hawk.  He stopped, 
picked up a stick, and ran to the hen’s defense.  Alas, it was too late.   
 
The boy sadly looked at the hen and wondered why she had not fled to the safety of the chicken 
coop, which was only a few feet away.  The boy found his answer when from under her wings 
emerged four little chicks.  She sacrificed herself for their salvation, as Jesus did for you and 
me. 
 
Glory of a Different Sort 
 
Jesus begins our passage for today talking about being glorified, and, by so doing, he has the 
cross in mind.  It is ironic that the cross would even be associated with being glorified.  The 
cross was an undignified way to die. 
 
Jesus says this, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him.  If God is glorified 
in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.” John 13:31-32 
 
Now that is a mouthful.  Essentially, what Jesus is talking about is a glory of a different sort.  He 
is talking about the sort of glory where God’s love comes shining through and because of that 
the Son is also glorified.   
 
In the cross you and I become the beneficiaries of the greatest act of love ever known to 
humankind.   
 
I love what the old hymn says, “In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; all 
the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.   
 
When the woes of life o’er take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, never shall the cross 
forsake me.  Lo!  It glows with peace and joy.” 
 
The Apostle Paul puts it this way when it comes to the cross, “For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  I 
Corinthians 1:18 
 
Always Challenging 
 
As is often the case with Jesus, he gets personal.  He and Peter get into a dialogue about what 
is to come.  Peter is gung-ho and lets Jesus know that he will stay with him all the way.   
 



Jesus knew better.  In fact, Jesus checks Peter by say, “I tell you the truth, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times!” 
 
That is exactly what Peter did.  He denied Jesus three times in the press of all that would soon 
transpire.  And as we know, Peter was absolutely devasted by what he did.  He was 
disappointed in himself, a lot like we get sometimes. 
 
Jesus though knew Peter in all his failings, but also knew who he could become.  Later upon his 
resurrection, Jesus approached Peter and asked him pointblank, three separate times, if he 
loved him.  Jesus is challenging like that.  He always challenges us about our love for him. 
 
Three times Peter responded in the affirmative by say, “You know that I love you.” 
 
Each time, Jesus reminded Peter that he now had a job to do.  Jesus wanted Peter to love his 
sheep, just as Jesus had loved him.   
 
In Peter’s despair, Jesus in all love forgave Peter and offered him a brand-new life, which would 
be marked by the sort of sacrificial love that had characterized the one who was now saving 
him.   
 
Jesus stands to offer that same love to you and me, even when we have been guilty of denying 
him just like Peter.  Jesus in his love stands to forgive us, even us.  He works to turn our lives 
around and send us forth to “love one another.” 
 


