Introduction:

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we gather to explore the first belief statement of
the Apostle's Creed: "l believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth."
This foundational belief captures the essence of our faith in a God who is all-powerful and
the ultimate creator of all things. Let us discover the evidence and arguments for the
existence of God as our loving Father who created the heavens and the earth.

Historical background of the Apostle's Creed:

The Apostle's Creed dates back to the early centuries of Christianity. It summarizes
essential beliefs for new converts and is a tool for combating heresies.

Early Christian Context and Development

2nd and 3rd Centuries**: Elements of what would later be recognized as the Apostle's
Creed appear in various early Christian writings and are used in the teaching and baptismal
practices. These formulations helped new converts understand Christian doctrine.

**0Old Roman Creed**: By the mid-2nd century, a precursor to the Apostle's Creed, known
as the "Old Roman Creed," was used. This form of the creed was simpler but contained
many elements that would be included in the later Apostle’s Creed.

Over time, the creed has varied, with some versions including the line "He descended into
hell" and others omitting it. This line speaks to Jesus' descent into the realm of the dead
before His resurrection, symbolizing His triumph over sin and death.

Role in Establishing Orthodoxy

Combatting Heresies**: The early Christian church faced challenges from various
heresies and divergent theological beliefs. The Apostle's Creed played a vitalrole in
combating these deviations by establishing a unified statement of belief.

The creed was used as a tool to define orthodox Christian beliefs and combat heretical
teachings that diverged from accepted doctrines about the nature of Christ, the Trinity, and
other fundamental beliefs.

Geographic Spread and Standardization

Western Christianity**: The Apostle's Creed became a standard confession of faith in the
Western Christian Church, particularly in Rome, and its use spread throughout the Western
Roman Empire. It was less prominent in Eastern Christianity, where the Nicene Creed
became more widely used for similar purposes.



In summary, the Apostle's Creed developed over the early centuries of Christianity, shaped
by the need to instruct new converts, affirm core Christian doctrines, and combat heresy.
Its exact origin is not tied to a specific event but rather to an evolutionary process within the
early Christian community.

Point 1: God, Creator of Heaven and Earth.

In Genesis 1:1, we read, "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." This
verse sets the stage for our understanding of God as the ultimate creator of all things. The
intricate design and complexity of the universe point to a higher power at work, guiding and
sustaining all of creation.

God is the ultimate and supreme being, defined as transcendent, uncaused, timeless,
spaceless, immaterial, and personal.

God is the creator and sustainer of the universe, the foundation of moral values, and the
source of order and design in the universe.

God is beyond human comprehension yet actively involved in the affairs of the world and is
the ultimate explanation for the existence of all things.

God is considered to possess attributes such as omnipotence (all-powerful), omniscience
(all-knowing), omnipresence (present everywhere), and omnibenevolence (all-loving).

When addressing the question of how to interpret Genesis 1 in light of various scientific
inquiries, it is essential to consider the perspective of a theologian and a biblical scholar
rather than that of a biologist or a geologist. By delving into the text of Genesis 1, the aim is
to decipher the biblical author's intended message by identifying patterns, messages, and
priorities within the text.

Upon examining Genesis Chapter 1, it becomes evident that a seven-day structure,
culminating in the Sabbath, is prominent. The interrelation of the seven days reveals a
deliberate pattern. On the first day, God creates day and night, while on the second day,
sees the creation of the heavens and the waters below. The separation of land and water
occurs on the third day, establishing three distinct habitats. This sequence forms a
pattern: Genesis Day 1, Day 2, and Day three create three habitats or kingdoms.

Continuing with the analysis, a correlation between days 4, 5, and 6 and the previous days
is observed. Notably, God populated the habitats created in the preceding days. The sun
and the moon are designhated to rule the day and night, mirroring the creation of day and
night on the first day. Subsequently, birds and fish are created to inhabit the heavens and
the seas, corresponding to the creation of the heavens and the waters on the second day.
Finally, land animals are formed to populate and rule over the dry land, connecting back to
the separation of land and water on the third day.



The apex of Genesis Chapter 1 occurs with the creation of humanity, which receives
significant attention, emphasizing its unique position as the representation of God on the
planet. The creation of humanity in the image of God is highlighted as a pivotal moment in
the narrative. Furthermore, the text emphasizes the responsibility bestowed upon humanity
to rule over the Earth, emphasizing the significance of humanity's relationship with the
planet.

As the narrative progresses to day seven, the completion of the heavens and the Earth is
acknowledged, culminating in God's rest. This rest symbolizes a peaceful and blessed
state, analogous to a king being enthroned over a tranquil empire. The seventh day is
sanctified, signifying the completion of God's perfect creation.

The theological significance of this presentation lies in its focus on the relationships
depicted in Genesis 1, rather than delving into discussions of the fossil record or
prehistoric creatures. It expounds on the authority of God over His creation and the role
of humanity as stewards tasked with creatively directing the planet for the glory of God
and the advancement of His Kingdom.

Conclusively, the narrative portrays God as distinct from His creation, creating a clear
distinction between the divine and the material world. Additionally, the creation of
humanity in the image of God sets it apart as a reflection of the divine, distinct from other
creatures. These theological insights emphasize the unique and exalted status of
humanity within the created order.

Point 2: Evidence and arguments for the existence of God Almighty & Free will.

Thomas Aquinas, a renowned theologian, spoke of God's existence through the "Five
Ways," presenting logical arguments for it. His writings continue to inspire and challenge us
to deepen our understanding of God as the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

The Argument from Motion: There must be a first mover, which we call God, who initiated
all motion.

The Argument from Causation: There must be a first cause, an uncaused cause, which we
refer to as God. God is the first cause that is necessary for all other causes to come into
existence.

The Argument from Contingency: All things in the world are contingent, meaning they rely
on something else for their existence. There must be a necessary being, a being that exists
by its nature and does not rely on anything else for its existence. This necessary being is
God.



The Argument from Degrees of Perfection: Objects in the world possess different degrees
of perfection. The ultimate good, God, is the standard of perfection.

The Argument from Design: The order and design in the universe point to an intelligent
designer. This intelligent designer, the ultimate cause of order and design, is God.

Itis important to recognize that a God who is Almighty will not violate our free will or do
anythingillogical. God's love for us is manifested in His respect for our autonomy and
individuality. He desires for us to choose to love Him freely, without coercion or force.

Point 3: God is our Father, and Jesus is our Lord and Savior.

In Christian theology, God's fatherhood, as expressed through Jesus Christ, profoundly
shapes the relationship between believers and God. According to Matthew 6:9, when
Jesus teaches His disciples to pray,” Jesus teaches us to pray, saying, "Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name." Jesus reveals God as our Father, a loving and caring figure
who is intimately involved in our lives. This relationship with God as our Father strengthens
our faith and trust in His Almighty power. Jesus emphasizes not just His personal
relationship with God but also invites His followers to share in this intimate familial
connection. This invocation reflects the deep spiritual truth that believers are adopted into
this divine family through Christ (Ephesians 1:5).

1 Corinthians 8:6 affirms this belief, stating, "Yet for us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things came and through whom we live."

Similarly, 1 Corinthians 8:6 affirms this belief, stating, "Yet for us there is but one God, the
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live." underscores the
monotheistic belief central to Christianity, affirming "yet for us there is but one God, the
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live."

This passage emphasizes that God is the origin and purpose of life, reinforcing the idea of
God’s fatherly provision and oversight in connection to Genesis 1. The impact and
application of these truths are transformative; they encourage believers to trustin God’s
providential care, approach Him with confidence and reverence, and recognize their
identity and purpose rooted in Him.

This understanding fosters a spirit of unity among believers as children of ONE Heavenly
Father, promoting a life of faith lived in acknowledgment of God's supreme authority and
loving fatherhood. Finally, this verse emphasizes God's missional collaboration as the
Father with God the Son, working together in creation and redemption in unity with God the
Holy Spirit.



Call to Action:

Practical application for our lives based on the statement "l believe in God the Father,
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth":

1. **Environmental Stewardship:

- Demonstrating care for the environment through conservation and responsible resource
management.

2. **Caring for Others:
- Engaging in charitable actions and promoting human dignity and love for our neighboors.

3. **Gratitude and Mindfulness:
- Cultivating thankfulness in daily life and practicing mindful living through prayer and
reflection.

As we reflect on our belief in God as the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, let
us be reminded of His sovereignty and power. Let us trust in His plans for us and strive to
live according to His will. May we seek to deepen our relationship with God as our loving
Father, relying on His strength and guidance in all aspects of our lives.

Quote:

St. Augustine famously said, "You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are
restless until they rest in You." This quote reminds us of our inherent desire for God, our
creator and sustainer.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, let us reaffirm our belief in God as the Father Almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. May we draw strength and comfort from His loving presence in our lives, trusting
in His power and wisdom. As we continue our journey of faith, let us seek to deepen our
understanding of God through prayer, study, and service to others. Amen.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

We reaffirm our belief in you as the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. Thank you for the

wonder of your creation and the depth of your love. Bless us with the wisdom to honor and
care for all that you have made. Amen.



Benediction:

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who walked this earth and understands our struggles, keep your
hearts anchored in His love and grace. Depart in joy.



