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After lunch one Mother’s Day, a mother was washing the dishes when her teenage daughter 
wandered into the kitchen.  Horrified to see her mother at the sink, she exclaimed, “Oh, mom, 
you shouldn’t have to do dishes on Mother’s Day.”   
 
Her mom was touched by her thoughtfulness and was quick to take off her apron and give it to 
her daughter when the girl said, “They’ll certainly keep till tomorrow.”   
 
Tell me it ain’t so.  Such is the life of a mother sometimes. 
 
Dedicated to God 
 
Our scripture lesson for today is from I Samuel 1:21-28.  It is the story of a mother’s desire to 
love her child, while at the same time honoring the Lord.   
 
Hannah prayed and prayed for a child.  She struggled to get pregnant.  It was a big deal for 
her.  She even prayed one of those, “let’s make a deal” prayers.  “If you give me a child,” she 
said, “I will give him to you all the days of his life.” 
 
Let’s face it, there are far too many who want children, but for whatever reason have been 
prevented from having them. There is nothing easy about that.  Our prayers are lifted on their 
behalf.   
 
You’re probably not aware, but our oldest son, Brian and his wife Cassie, had a really tough 
time conceiving.  God has blessed them with two daughters and a son.  We are all very 
thankful for this miracle in our midst.     
 
In Hannah’s case, God gave her a son and she named him, Samuel, which means, “Heard 
from God.”   Indeed, God heard her plea.  Upon Samuel being weaned, which could have very 
well been when he turned three, Hannah made good on her promise.  She took Samuel to Eli, 
the priest, and dedicated him to the Lord.   
 
Dedicated is a verb.   
 

• What Hannah did was intentional.   

• It took tremendous faith.   

• It didn’t come without sacrifice.   



When it comes to our children and grandchildren, we need to be just as intentional about 
dedicating them to God.   
 
That’s what Hannah did.  Hers was the epitome of a mother’s love.  Just like Hannah, we’d do 
well to dedicate our children to God.   
 
Let’s read about that as we turn to God’s word.  Again, we will be reading I Samuel 1:21-28. 
 
1 Samuel 1:21-28 
 
When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 
the LORD and to fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is 
weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.” 
 
“Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have weaned 
him; only may the LORD make good his word.” So, the woman stayed at home and nursed her 
son until she had weaned him. 
 
After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old 
bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at 
Shiloh. When the bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, 
“Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you 
praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of 
him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And 
he worshiped the LORD there. 
 
Orange Master Class 
 
Just recently some of us on staff have been taking part in an Orange Master Class.  Orange is 
a wonderful ministry that seeks to support ministry to children and young people, as well as 
their families.   
 
In talking to ministry leaders, they say, “You have about forty hours a year to impact children.  
Their parents have three thousand.  That’s all the more reason to support parents in the 
important work they have to do at home.” 
 
That’s a change of focus for those who are in ministry with children and young people.  Orange 
even goes so far to say, “That what happens at home is more important than what happens at 
church.” 
 
They also affirm that: 
 

• Every parent wants to be a better parent. 

• Every parent wants their child to have a better future. 

• And every parent has more potential to influence their child more than anyone else. 
 



Orange talks a great deal about 936 marbles.  That represents the number of weeks between 
the birth of a child and his/her graduation from high school.  Orange encourages every parent 
to put 936 marbles in a jar and take one out each week.   
 
By so doing, each parent is encouraged to remember that: 
 

• Every week matters. 

• You can’t do it all in one week. 

• And when you see how much time you have left you tend to do more with the time you 
have left.   

 
I find all of that to be wonderfully wise, particularly here on this Mother’s Day, where we are 
considering family and those who are the youngest among us.   
 
The Grandkids 
 
One of the bright spots for Cheryl and me being here at Saint John, and there are many, is the 
opportunity we have to be with these two guys on a regular basis.  I am thankful for every 
opportunity we have to lean into Henry and Owen’s life.  How could I not be?  They look and 
act just like their dad. 
 
I am also thankful to be able to do the same with our grandkids in Nashville.  They call me Big 
Dah, which is short for Big Daddy.  
 
I pray for their parents every day.  Theirs is a big responsibility and, most days, a huge 
challenge.  They are up to it as long as they keep love at the center of what they are doing.    
 
Good Stewardship 
 
As we said just a bit earlier, Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord.  Her intention was to make 
good on the commitment she had made to God about leaving her son in the care of Eli.   
 
We may not leave our children at the doorstep of the church, but we are challenged to follow 
Hannah’s lead when it comes to dedicating our children to the Lord.  Hear this:  Hannah was 
able to do what she did because she knew Samuel was God’s anyway.   
 
That puts us to considering the same sort of disposition when it comes to our own children.  
When it comes down to it, our children are God’s—first, last, and everywhere in between.  As 
we have already said, children are a gift from God.  It comes to us to handle those gifts with 
the utmost care.  After all, they are under our stewardship. 
 
It might seem funny to mention stewardship amid a discussion about raising children.  We 
usually talk about stewardship regarding finances or the care of God’s creation.  Our children 
are a beautiful expression of God’s provision, infinitely more valuable than any number on a 
balance sheet.  
 



Our children are God’s creation, his most beautiful handiwork, and we need to do everything in 
our power to come alongside him in making sure that his handiwork is given a chance to flower 
in every way.   
 
The great preacher, professor, and author, Fred Craddock tells the story of a man approaching 
him in a small diner somewhere in the Smokey Mountains.  The man had just finished his 
dinner, noticed Craddock was alone, and eased over to his table to strike up a conversation.  
The man pointed out the window and said,  
 
“See that mountain over there?  Let me tell you a story about a boy from over there.  He was 
born to an unwed mother.  Even though his mom was loving and supportive in every way, the 
boy had a hard time growing up.  The fact that he didn’t have a father weighed heavily on his 
heart.   
 
When the boy was twelve, a new pastor came to his church.  The pastor had heard about the 
boy’s struggles, so he decided to pay a visit.  He found the boy on his porch all by himself.   
 
‘Son, what’s your name?’ he asked, but before the boy could answer the pastor said, ‘Wait a 
minute.  I know who you are. I see the family resemblance now.  You are a child of God.’ 
 
From then on, whenever anyone who ask who his daddy was the boy would respond, ‘I am a 
child of God.’ 
 
‘I was that boy,’” the man said.  And with that got up and left the diner.   
 
Craddock asked his waitress about the man and found out that he was none other than Ben 
Hooper, a former governor of Tennessee in the early 1900’s.  All of us are God’s creation and 
claimed by him as one of his children. 
 
Nurture 
 
I’ve heard it said that “every child is a story yet to be told.”  How true!  When considering a 
child, whatever age, born and unborn, you can’t help but consider the unlimited potential yet 
realized.  You can’t help but consider the great things that are possible.  When it comes to 
children there is a wonderful “story yet to be told.” 
 
As we know though, when it comes to children, potential is not realized, great things don’t 
happen, and wonderful stories aren’t lived out without the support and nurture of those around 
them.  Nurture is critical in every way.   
 
Tending to the needs of our children goes a long way toward them maturing.  We need to be 
sensitive to their needs as they grow and do everything we can to meet them.  Above all 
things, we need to express love their way to where there is no mistaking they are loved.  Our 
children may try us, challenge us, and confound us to no end, but that’s no reason to be short 
on love.  Don’t ever underestimate the power of love when it comes to the youngsters looking 
up to you.   



A Word about Mom 
 
My mom is now a resident at the Beehive Homes of Goshen just up the street.  She does very 
well most days.  At ninety-two she gets along remarkably well.   
 
I always appreciate visiting her.  I am thankful she is as close as she is to allow me to do that.  
My visits have given us both a lot of time to reflect.  She seems to remember more about what 
happened a long time ago, than she does about what she had for lunch.  There’s a bit a 
heartbreak in that. 
 
All along, I have never doubted mom’s love.  It was simply a given. 
 
I also never doubted her desire to follow the Lord.  That was evident in a lot of ways.   I 
remember her standing during worship one Sunday and completing a scripture the pastor was 
having a tough time quoting.  It dawned on me, not like I didn’t already know this, that mom 
was a real student of the Bible.   
 
Mom was always quick to lean upon the Lord for his help.  We never really talked about that.  I 
just knew it to be true.  Like Hannah, mom was more than content to dedicate us to the Lord 
for which I am eternally thankful.   
 
Her influence upon my life has always been a big deal.  I have shared often in talking about the 
means of God’s grace that among many things God uses people to communicate his grace.  
Mom is always at the top of that list people when it comes to communicating God’s grace.   
 
Let me encourage you to consider your mother today.  Consider both the joys and the 
concerns.  sk God to help you with that.  And above all, don’t forget to express your love.  
 
A New Coat Every Year 
 
The scripture teaches that every year upon visiting the house of the Lord around the time of 
the Feast of Tabernacles, Hannah brought with her a new robe for her son Samuel to wear.   
 
She wanted to make sure their connection with one another remained strong.  That’s the way it 
is with a mother’s love.  It’s always there, always looking to be expressed, always looking out 
for the ones nearest to them. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day. 
 


