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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
 
I can’t believe it is Christmas.  More to point, it’s Advent, the grand season where we anticipate 
the coming of the Lord.   
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year.  
 
We love hearing the great good news that “unto us is born a Savior.”  We never tire of hearing 
the story of Christ’s birth and all that comes along with it.   
 
We tell the story every year.  The pages of our Bibles that contain the account of Christ’s birth 
are worn thin.   
 
I love preaching from the story every year.  Just to let you in on a secret I usually get to the end 
of the season though after preaching about six sermons on the birth of Christ and think that’s 
about all I can preach on that subject.   
 
But that’s for later.  That’s clearly not the case today. 
 
In all seriousness, the birth of Christ is a grand story that enlivens our faith every time we hear 
it.   
 
We’re so used to it though we sort of just go through the motions—shame on us.  God 
intersected history after all.  He saw fit to send his Son and because of that we have every 
reason to rejoice.  
 
Because we are prone to simply go through the motions when it comes to the Christmas story, 
we are prone to do the same with everything else that comes along with the season.  
 
With all the press that comes with celebrating Christmas we sort of get numb to it all. 
 
Even still, it’s the most wonderful time of the year. 
 
Thinking outside the Box 
 
We are going to try and do things a bit differently this year.   
 
We’re going to try and think outside the box when it comes to Christmas to where we approach 
the holiday in ways we haven’t done before.   



In the end, I hope we find ourselves relating much differently to the One God has sent.   
 
From Birth to Public Ministry 
 
We begin our Advent journey with those events that follow the birth of Jesus and lead to the 
beginning of his public ministry.   
 
We’ll get back to the story of Christ’s birth in a couple of weeks. 
 
Luke has it in Luke 2:21-39 that the baby Jesus was presented in the temple on the eighth day 
after his birth.  It was customary to present a male child for circumcision on the eighth day. 
 
Two faithful souls, Anna and Simeon, were there at the temple, each waiting expectantly for 
God to send the Messiah. 
 
The two were overwhelmed upon seeing the baby.  They were convinced that Jesus was the 
One who had been promised by the prophets of old.  They could do no other but praise the 
Lord.   
 
They knew he was special. 
 
Luke reports that Jesus “grew and became strong and was filled with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him.”  (Luke 2:40) 
 
Every year Jesus’ parents dutifully went to Jerusalem for the Passover.  When Jesus was 
twelve years old they did as they had always done, they celebrated the Passover in Jerusalem.   
You can find that account recorded in Luke 2:41-51. 
 
That year upon leaving to return home, they unwittingly left Jesus behind.  It was sort of a first 
century Home Alone.   
 
Realizing what they had done, Mary and Joseph immediately returned to Jerusalem only to find 
Jesus in the temple interpreting scripture in ways that amazed everyone.    
 
The scripture records that Jesus was surprised that Mary and Joseph were so frantic.  By his 
estimation, they should have known he would have been in his Father’s house. 
 
They knew he was special. 
As Luke continues his story of Christ’s early days he records that Jesus was baptized by John 
(Luke 3:21-22), tempted in the desert (Luke 4:1-13), and spent time ministering in around 
Capernaum.   
 
All who came in contact with him knew he was special. 
 
Returning Home 
 
Eventually Jesus returned home.  He returned to Nazareth and presented himself in the 
synagogue there.   
 
Christ’s reputation preceded him.  His ministry in Capernaum had been filled with great signs 
and wonders and now he returned home to a crowd full of anticipation.   



They had heard just how special he was.  
 
The scripture shares that “the report about him spread through all the surrounding country.” 
(Luke 4:14)  Galilee was abuzz with the news about Jesus. 
  
The scripture also reports that “he was praised by everyone.” (Luke 4:15) 
 
Fulfilled in Your Hearing 
 
The focus of that homecoming was on what took place in the synagogue there in Nazareth.   
 
For the Jews, the synagogue was the center of religious life.  There was only one temple, but 
synagogues were in every town and village.  They were places for worship and teaching. 
 
Their worship consisted of prayers, scripture reading, and teaching.   
 
The day Jesus visited his home synagogue he read from the Isaiah 62:1-2, which anticipated a 
brand new age of good news ushered in by the coming Messiah.   
 
The poor would hear an encouraging word.  Those who were captives would be released.  
Those who were blind would see.  The oppressed would go free.  The year of the Lord’s favor 
would be announced. 
 
It’s not known whether Jesus intentionally chose this passage or whether it was the passage for 
that day.  Regardless, it fit him to a T.   
 
In fact, after Jesus finished reading it, he rolled up the scroll, gave to the attendant, and said, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  (Luke 4:21) 
 
The persons who gathered there knew what Jesus was reading.  They knew what Jesus was 
trying to say about himself.  They knew he was special they just had a hard time buying into the 
fact that he was the Messiah.   
 
“We’ve known Jesus since he was a boy,” they thought.  They wondered how Joseph’s son 
could be God’s Son.   
 
Hungry for Good News 
 
In re-thinking Christmas we’d do well to take to heart the words Jesus read that day.  They will 
really help us think outside the box when it comes to Christmas. 
 
Here them again, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  (Luke 4:18-19) 
 
The people gathered there in Nazareth were hungry for good news, just as people today are 
hungry for good news.  
 

• People are desperate to hear a bit of good news about how they can overcome the 

poverty of their lives.   



 
I’m not talking so much about money or the lack thereof, but a lack of peace and contentment 
brought on by living a life disconnected from God. 
  

• People these days are desperate to be released from the guilt of their sin that works to 

hold them captive.   

 

• People are desperate to see light rather than the darkness that so often befalls them. 

 

• People are desperate to be freed from the oppression of their sin and experience the 

sweet release of forgiveness.   

 
You might be one of those people.   
 
Jesus came to make all that possible.  He is the one, after all, who said, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.”  (Luke 4:21) 
He’s that special. 
 
Sharing That Good Word 
 
By thinking outside the box this Christmas we’d do well not only to think about the state of our 
own lives, but to consider the lives of others.   
 
We have good news to share.  It is the good news of the Anointed One of God.  
 
There is no greater time of the year to share that good news than right now.  There are people 
all around you whose spiritual antennae are up.   
 
They are “a field white for the harvest.” 
 
How about You?  
 

• How do you plan to reach out this season of the year?   

 

• In what ways will you be involved in the lives of those around you?  

 

During a season where there are simply way too many things to do, it comes to us to consider 
what is most important.   
 
It comes to us to consider “the reason for the season.”   
 
Like the angel of old it comes to us to “bring good news of great joy to all people that unto us is 
born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
There are all sorts of ways to reach out this season of the year, all with an interest of lifting up 
the One who has come.   
 



• Already we have packed nearly 400 boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  Almost all the 

ornaments are gone on the Angel Tree, and most of the gift cards claimed for Grace 

Kids.   

 
Be sure to stop by the tree, if you haven’t already done so. 
 

• Here’s a radical idea.  How about not just donating, but getting involved?   

 

• What’s a concrete way you can bring good news to those around you? 

  
Each week we’ll be pulling something out of this box to remind us to do Christmas outside the 
box.  This week I’ve got a pair of work gloves to symbolize the importance of getting involved.   
 

• You might want to consider helping out at a local mission.  Highpoint Mission in 

LaGrange would be a great place to start.   

 

• There are people who are homebound all around you.  Why not take them a meal or, 

better yet, take time to sit down with them and listen to their story? 

 

• There are also sorts of people who would love to see you at a local nursing home.  

They’d love to see your children as well.   

 

• There are homeless all over the streets of Louisville.  On occasion, I’ve been known to 

take a bunch of Subway sandwiches to the homeless during lunch.  You’ll be surprised 

at what can take place.   

 

• Rest assured, there is some specific act of kindness that only you can do for another.   

 

Let the Spirit Guide You 
 
Let the Spirit of God guide you to think outside the box when it comes to bringing “good news to 
the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, and freedom to those who are oppressed?”   
 
Let me encourage you to think outside the box this Christmas as you reach out to the 
community around you. 
 
And as you do, know that the One who has come, Christ the Lord, will be with you.   
 
Know, as you go in his name, he will come shining through.  The good news you share will be 
effective in every way.   
 
That’s just the way it is for those who follow the way of Jesus.  
 


